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section; M. Seyda, head of the Press section; J. Rozwadowski,
head of the publishing department; E. Piltz, delegate to the
French Government; L. Sobanski, delegate at London; C.
Skirmunt, delegate at Rome; F. Fronczak, representing the
American Poles; and Paderewski, delegate at Washington.
Dmowski devoted much time to the formation of the Polish
Army in France. In Paris he met Benesh, the greatest protagonist
of the Czechs next to Masaryk, and other leaders of the strong
and increasing movement for the destruction of the Dual Mon-
archy; at first there were opposition and misunderstandings, but
these were removed by the Russian Revolutions, and Dmowski
co-operated with the Czechs and Yugoslavs.
It was not until 1918 that the diplomatists of the Allies aban-
doned the hope of detaching Austria-Hungary from Germany
and committed themselves to her destruction. Before that came
about Poland was treated as a counter for bargaining in the peace
negotiations in 1917 associated with the Emperor Charles.
The Polish "National Department of Chicago" adhered to the
Committee of Dmowski; Paderewski brought the committee to
the notice of Lansing, American Secretary of State, and this led
to its recognition. The Union of Polish Falcons (Sokols) voted at
Pittsburg on April 4, 1917, for the formation of an "Army of
Kosciuszko" to "fight by the side of the United States for the
liberty and independence of Poland." Recruiting for this force
was affected by the Compulsory Service Law which Congress
passed; about 100,000 American Poles served in the American
armies. A Franco-Polish military mission, connected with the
Polish Army in France, arrived in the United States towards the
end of August, and together with the Chicago National Depart-
ment launched a great recruiting campaign among the Poles who
were outside the "draft." Newton, American Secretary of War,
gave it official countenance. About 20,000 men volunteered.
POLISH REGENCY COUNCIL
Another stage in the short life of the Austro-German Kingdom of
Poland was reached on October 14,1917, when theEmperors William
and Charles appointed a Regency Council for the Kingdom con-